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First, we applaud the resiliency of 
the Ecuadorian people in such 
difficult times.  Over 650 people 
have died, and over 51,000 have 
been injured.  I have personally 
witnessed three major hospitals 
totally destroyed in three different 
cities.   
 
Second, I want to thank all of you 
who have donated to this terrible 
tragedy and continue to do 
so.  With your dollars we have 
already distributed 5,500 bottles 
of water and over 700 bags of 
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food (containing non-perishable 
things like sugar, rice, powdered 
milk, baby formula, etc).   
 
There are several problems, water 
being the hardest, because it is hot 
along the coast and water systems 
have been damaged or 
destroyed.  There are long-range 
problems too that will not go away 
for years.   
 
The last time we distributed food, I 
met a man who was from the 
coastal city of Manta (Manta is very 
large and was hit hard). He was 
near another town called Junín, 
about 90 minutes North of 
Manta, when I met him. Junin 
is being used as a temporary 
place because their home was 
destroyed.   
 
But harder than the loss of 
property, their 80-year old 
father broke both legs and 
crushed his chest when 
everything fell on him in the 
home that night.  He is in the 
hospital in critical condition.   

Ecuador Earthquake… 
AaVI Efforts in the  

Survival and Recovery Efforts 

“Hello, my name is Mark Backlin, Chairman of Adopt-a-
Village International.  This is a special newsletter to 
inform you of the 7.8 earthquake that hit Ecuador on 
April 16, 2016 and AaVI’s participation in the relief effort. 
I live in Quito, Ecuador.  I have felt the ground shaking 
and seen this disaster first hand…  
 

My friends, this is just one difficult 
story of thousands upon 
thousands. 
 
Now I would like to share with you 
the places and faces of those 
AaVI has helped through your 
donations, your care and 
concern.  
 
As I said in the beginning, they 
are a resilient people but even so 
they are in trouble and need us, 
all of us to give them a glimmer of 
hope in such tragic times. Thank 
you for your support!” 
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A small town like so many on 
the coast about 20 minutes 
from Junin.  I stayed in this 
town just a week ago to serve 
the poor in a neighboring 
town called Junin before the 
earthquake.   
 
Calceta's people are so sweet 
and kind. They would do 
anything for you.   
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Yesterday we delivered some 
food there.  I came upon a 
group a children laughing 
and singing with the support 
of a church group from 
Guayaquil - a large port 
city.  They were at a city 
park.  Trying to have a 
normal life.  The photo of 
them looks very normal.  But 
take a look at their world 
now.  What they are seeing 
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in their city.  It is beyond my 
ability to put in total 
perspective for you.  We pass 
a parking lot of rubble.   
 
But it's not a parking lot really 
but was a pharmacy and 
home - 10 people died on 
that spot last Saturday - 
moms and dads.  There is no 
normal for them right now... 

Calceta, Ecuador 

Friday, 22 April, AaVI delivers food to the countryside 
near Junin.  The government is doing everything it can 
but the problem is so massive they can not be 
everywhere.  So we are in the back roads of the 
earthquake victims.  Catholic University of Cuenca 
students and doctors and AaVI worked all day to deliver 
needed food in these areas.  One elderly woman has a 
son with special needs.  I hand her the bag of food and 
she breaks down in tears and cannot thank us 
enough.  "God will pay you" she says over and over 
again and doesn't want to let me go.   
 

Junin, Ecuador 
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(A region near Junin about 
3 hours by car from the 
epicenter.) 
 
“An area we are told has 
experienced 500 
aftershocks of various 
degree. I experienced two 
strong ones this day. This 
is hard to watch, this is 
not in a city but just a road 
in the country. They see 
our truck approach with 
water and are so 
desperate. We come but 
we don't have enough for 
everyone. It breaks your 
heart to see this - I could 
never imagine these 
conditions.  
 

You have to realize it is 90 
degrees with very high 
humidity. You begin to 
sweat within 5 minutes of 
being out here and get so 
thirsty. I am not saying 
they are forgotten by the 
government, I think the 
government is doing all it 
can but they cannot be 
everywhere at the same 
time so we are here to 
help complement those 
efforts.  We will return this 
weekend and help again. “ 
 

“Hardest day yet. We 
return to Puerto Viejo to 
secure future support 
with the Red Cross. After 
we leave our meetings we 
come upon this makeshift 
memorial on a corner. It 
was pharmacy now gone 
and left at this spot were 
the names and faces of 
the 18 people who 
perished when the 7.8 
magnitude earthquake 
hit.  Do you see the blue 
tile floor of the 
pharmacy?   
 

On April 16, 2016 they 
were just going about 
their normal lives. The 
faces bring home the 
reality that families and 
friends have suffered 
greatly and those left 
behind have a long road 
ahead. I ask one person, 
who was standing there, 
why he was here? He 
points at a photo and 
says "she was my 
friend". 
 

 

Puerto Viejo, Ecuador 

Ecuador Countryside 

 

“This little girl 
was really happy 
to see us!” 
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Our Next Step…. 

June 20th-25th we will lead a medical brigade in the area of Junin and Calceta 
where we will treat over 1,000 patients! 

Check our Facebook page for more  

updates and pictures. 


