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The mission of Adopt-a-Village International 
(AaVI) is to partner with strategic leaders in 
developing countries to provide sustainable  
improvements in the basic human needs of 
impoverished villages. We accomplish this 
by providing a hand up, not a handout, to 
break the cycle of poverty. 
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Letter from the Chair  
 

Dear AaVI donors and volunteers, 
 

I want to thank you for your continued support of 
our ongoing projects in Ecuador and Peru.  As you 
can read in this issue of our newsletter, we have 
been very busy on may fronts that included a      
major disaster relief effort in response to              
Ecuador's 7.8 magnitude earthquake which         
occurred on April 16, 2016.   We want to impress 
upon you how important you are to these               
efforts.  Our recent annual garden party raised 
over $20,000, which will allow AaVI to continue to 
help those less fortunate than ourselves.  For 
those who participated directly in the fundraiser by 
attending, or through your donations if you were 
unable to attend, we THANK YOU very much for 
making it such a success! Our commitment to you 
is that we will steward these valuable dollars   
wisely in how they are spent in current and future  
efforts.   
 

Again, thank you for your trust in us and I also want 
to thank all of those within AaVI that made the 
fundraiser such a success. Together, we 
will continue to create positive and long-lasting 
changes in those communities and families that we 
serve. 
 

—Mark Backlin, Chair 

http://www.adoptavillageinternational.org


 

 Resiliency and gratitude continue to be the hallmarks of the Ecuadorian     
people after the 7.8 magnitude earthquake in Ecuador on April 16, 2016, when at 

least 661 persons died and some 51,000 persons were injured. As we reported in 
our last newsletter, AavI responded with immediate humanitarian relief that included 

water, food and medical supplies.  Because ongoing medical care is needed, AaVI Chair-
man Mark Backlin, who lives in Quito, has teamed up with Dr. Carlos Morales, to provide 

necessary disaster relief in the Junín area where pharmacies, clinics, homes and businesses 
were destroyed.  

The two men led an AaVI medical brigade June 20-25th that 
treated some 1,400 patients in schools and community centers near 
Junín and  Calceta.  Medical exams, counseling, prescription drugs, 
eye exams, eyeglasses, dental extractions and other care were         
offered.  Staffing included 40 volunteers, most of them from Ecuador--
doctors, nurses, a psychiatrist, psychologist, dental and optometry 
students, and interpreters. Also participating in relief efforts were  
Universidad Internacional de Ecuador in Quito, Universidad San Gre-
gorio de Portoviejo, Universidad de Metropolitana in Guayaquil, the 
mayors of Junín and Calceta, the Ecuadorian Air Force, Club Rotario 
Quito Equioccio and Fundación Hands for Health. 
 Joining the brigade were two American couples, one newly married— Dr. Zack Brown, a physician 
recently graduated from Rocky Vista University in Parker, Colorado, and paramedic Kayla Anderson of 
Denver Health Paramedic Division. The other couple have been married a tad longer (36 years): Phil        
Sullivan, an emergency-department physician, and myself, Carol Sullivan, a yoga teacher and former    
journalist. We flew from Denver to Quito (9,350 feet) and rode by bus southwest for seven hours toward sea 
level and the Pacific Ocean.   

At five different sites, we unloaded boxes of pharmaceuticals, an exam table, water jugs, portable 
dental chairs, dental equipment and instruments.  We unwound electrical cords, feeding power to portable 
machinery that provided suction and water for dental procedures, positioning fans as if to cajole the    
equatorial heat to lessen its grip. Despite heat, humidity, and long lines, patients showed up.  

 Dolor—pain—was the common complaint Kayla heard while taking blood   
pressure, height, and weight. One five-year-old with a high fever was brought in by 
his teacher. A 25-year old man who weighed some 60 pounds sat strapped in his 
wheelchair in the searing sun. Limited by cerebral palsy, he couldn’t speak; his 46-
year-old mother has been caring for him since birth.  He was treated for an ear        
infection and constipation, and his mother for stomach pain.  A man who worked in 
the fields harvesting wood with his machete described shoulder pain and numbness 
in his fingers. No, he couldn’t afford to rest—he must support his family. Dr. Zack   
examined a young woman who had a breast mass; it could be benign or it could be 
cancer. Dr. Morales, Mark Backlin, and the mayor´s office were 
enlisted to make sure she would be driven to an oncologist 
some six hours away. Dr. Phil saw a 12-year-old who sat mute, 

her brown eyes lowered.  She doesn’t eat, her mother said.  Dolor de cabeza y dolor 
de estómago—Después del terremoto. Headache. Stomach ache.  After the earth-
quake.  She was given an anti-parasitic medication. Gracias, her mother replied. 
 While we heard gracias again and again, we saw the Ecuadorian people   
helping each other and offering us their hospitality. At a dinner after the clinics, 
many of the Ecuadorians on the medical team stood to express what was in their 
hearts. Sorrow, grief, and pain persist. Everybody lost somebody or something or 
knows someone who did. Yet in speeches, in a specially-made video about the      
clinics, and in dance, gratitude flowed….Un abrazo grande…con cariño… 
 We say Thank you. They say Love.  
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Learning How to Say “Gracias”  - by Carol Sullivan    



 

 

Engineers Without Borders Partnership 

In collaboration with Engineers Without Borders (EWB) of Colorado 
Springs, Adopt-a-Village International went on a fact finding trip to seek 

out areas where clean water is of critical need.  From May 20-31, 2016, we        
explored areas near Lucuay (a small community near the coast and highlands 

of central Ecuador), a site near Riobamba (central highlands), and a site near 
Junin (located near the coast). Our group did altitude analysis in these areas, as 

well as met with community leaders to assess their needs. The results of this trip are 
still in the assessment phase, but our goal will be to bring clean water to one, if not all three, of 
these locations at some future date. We are very pleased that the representatives from  Engineers 
Without Borders were able to make this trip to see how beneficial our partnership will be in these 
areas of Ecuador. 
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From June 6-9, 2016, AaVI sponsored dental and optometry clinics north 
of Quito in the communities of Tocachi and Malchingui.  In total, 448       
patients were treated, including 245 children aged 1-18.  Dentists, dental 
students, optometrists, optometry students and volunteers from Quito, 
as well as four volunteers from the United States, staffed the clinics.   A 
new senior center that now houses the new dental facility 
in Malchinqui was dedicated in honor and memory of Dr. Roger Allan, as 
he was very involved with this region of Ecuador, dedicating his time to 
promote quality dental hygiene and preventive care.  The dental       

equipment now in the new clinic in Malchingui was relocated from the San Juan clinic and was 
donated by Dr. Allan and his North Colorado Springs Rotary Club.  We expect this new clinic will 
serve those in need for many years to come. 

 

Dental Brigade in Memory of  Dr. Roger Allan 



 

Adopt-a-Village International held its Annual Garden Party          
fundraiser in June. With a record 111 people in attendance,  AaVI 
was able to raise over $20,000 to fund  future water, medical,  
dental and micro-business projects in Ecuador and Peru.  The evening, which     
featured a magnificent garden, fine food and drinks, a silent auction and an          

address by AaVI co-founder, Joe Mitchell, would not have been possible without our amazing hosts, Darrell 
and Kim Fleck. A BIG thank you to the Flecks, and to each of you who participated, through your                
attendance and donations! We couldn’t do what we do in the Peru and Ecuador without the support and  
generosity of people like YOU!  Thank you! 
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School Refurbishment Completed 

In our spring newsletter, we mentioned that a 
project was getting underway to renovate an          

elementary school in one of the villages of  Ecuador. 
At the beginning of June, board members Mark Backlin 

and Maggie Adams-Holway participated in a tour and       
dedication of the refurbished elementary school in the       

community of Pumayacu. Pumayacu is a community in the                
jungle outside of Tena.  The school refurbishment included a new cooking 
stove, installation of mosquito netting on all  windows, providing materials to 
build a new roof and floor for their outdoor kitchen, rewiring of the entire 
school to include new electrical outlets, circuit breakers, and bulbs, and the 
donation of three laptop computers ready for use in their first-ever computer lab.  The entire       
village came out to celebrate the dedication with dancing, lunch, and several speeches from      
community leaders including the Mayor of Tena.  This is a community that we first visited four 
years ago; we hope to make it one of our adopted villages and continue to provide other               
assistance, such as water storage and medical/dental services, in the future.   

 

Annual Garden Party a Huge Success! 



 

At this time, AaVI is partially funding the       

refurbishment of two water towers in villages 

within the CONAPAC community network.  

The villages have each purchased the water 

pumps, which is a substantial investment on 

their part. Thanks to  

generous donors and 

matching funds from 

the local government, 

AaVI is funding the 

physical structure of 

these     water systems, 

as well as the ongoing 

monitoring. 

Sustaining clean water       
systems just got easier!  How 
does that happen?  Each     
permanent water treatment 
system funded by AaVI and 
built by our Peruvian partner,          
CONAPAC, is  closely         
monitored for a year.   How-

ever, integration of this new technology into a 
community takes years and is affected by many 
factors such as education, economics, beliefs 
about health and illness, and the rigors of travel 
and communication in remote locations.          
Additionally, each village must have a water 
system manager to regulate the water treat-
ment and collect fees.  If the manager moves 
away, a replacement manager must be trained. 
In order to promote long-term sustainability of 
water  systems and protect donor investments, 
AaVI started funding a new program, Adopt-a-
Drop. By providing this funding stream for   
monitoring community water treatment           
systems, CONAPAC can employ a full-time    
person whose sole job is to visit about 40     
communities, test water quality, provide on-site 
operator training, handle small repairs, and 
mentor community leaders about proper money 
management and collection  techniques. Thus, 
sustaining clean water systems just got easier. 
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Your financial gift supports the life-changing projects  
of Adopt-a-Village International.  

 

Please detach this portion and return it with your tax-deductible donation. 
 

Name____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address_________________________________________________________________ 
 

                 _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone__________________________  Email___________________________________  
 

Adopt-a-Village International 
P.O. Box 26599, Colorado Springs, CO  80936   (719) 492-8736  

www.adoptavillageinternational.org 
 

AaVI is a 501(c)(3) organization; all gifts are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. 

 
I enclose $______ 
to help with the  
ongoing projects  
of AaVI. 
 

I enclose $______ 
for _____________. 
        (name of project) 
 

I want to get  
involved. Please 
contact me. 

Do you love to shop online? Amazon will donate 
0.5% of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 
Adopt-a-Village International when you use this 
link: http.//smile.amazon.com/ch/20-1150987. 
You’ll still get all the same great Amazon products 
and prices, but you’ll be supporting  AaVI at the 
same time! 

 

AaVI Partners With CONAPAC to “Adopt-a-Drop” 

 

AmazonSmile Supports AaVI 

 

We Welcome Your Personal Involvement 

http://www.adoptavillageinternational.org
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-1150987
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-1150987


 

Visit the Adopt-a-Village International web site! 
 

www.adoptavillageinternational.org 
 

Check us out on Facebook! 

AaVI is going GREEN 
 

Want to receive our newsletter electronically? 
Please send a request to: 

 

gogreen@adoptavillageinternational.org 

Adopt-a-Village International 
P.O. Box 26599 
Colorado Springs, CO  80936 

http://www.adoptavillageinternational.org
mailto:gogreen@adoptavillageinternational.org

